
           February 10, 2012 

Dear Trinity family, 
 

Matthew 5:3-12: 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

5 "Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth. 

6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 

10 "Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. 

11 "Blessed are you when men cast insults at you, and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you 

falsely, on account of Me. 

12 "Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 
 

In my last Encouragement for Today, we focused on the “poor in spirit” (Matt 5:3) and the essential need for 

humility in our lives. Both James and Peter emphasized the importance of humility when they wrote, “God is 

opposed to the proud but gives grace to the humble” (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5).  
 

Today I want to encourage you to consider how essential humility is to all of the other virtues in the beatitudes
1
: 

 

Vs. 4 ~ You cannot mourn without appreciating how insufficient you are to handle life (and especially 

sin) in your own strength. Mourning over our sin is an expression of humility. 

 

Vs. 5 ~ Meekness, sometimes referred to as gentleness, is strength under control. Self-control 

necessitates humility.  

 

Vs. 6 ~ You cannot hunger and thirst for righteousness if you proudly think of yourself as already 

righteous. 

 

Vs. 7 ~ You cannot be merciful without recognizing your own need for mercy and forgiveness. To 

confess your sin and ask God and others to forgive you takes humility. 

 

Vs. 8 ~ You cannot be pure in heart if your heart is filled with pride.  

 

Vs. 9 ~ You cannot be a peacemaker if you believe you are always right. To admit that you are fallible 

takes humility. 

 

Vs. 10-12 ~ Remaining loyal to Christ regardless of how others treat you demands dying to self and 

surrendering your personal “rights” to Jesus. Standing up under persecution demands Christ-like 

humility. 

  

Father, create in us a heart of humility that could only come through a mighty work of Your grace within us. 

Cause us to truly desire to be like Christ and then follow Christ in His humility so that our lives will radiate His 

joy as a sweet incense to You. In Jesus’ name, amen.  

 

For your joy, 

Pastor Ty  

                                                 
1
 The following insights regarding humility in the beatitudes come from The Word in Life Study Bible p. 22 


